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From the executive director

Greetings and Happy New Year!  
 

After the Park Commission disbanded in 1977, The Park 
People was formed, with a purpose to preserve, support and 
enhance Milwaukee County Parks while building an effective 
volunteer organization. In 1999, Preserve Our Parks spun 
off from The Park People as a non-profit watchdog group 
focusing on advocacy. With the 2019 announcement of the 
Milwaukee County Parks Foundation, the three-legged stool 
is now complete: The Foundation to raise funds, Preserve our 
Parks to raise issues and The Park People to raise Friends.   
 
The Park People is the umbrella organization for 27 Friends 
groups, with the goal of a Friends group protecting all 157 
Milwaukee County Parks. 2019 brought us closer to that goal.      

    Two new Friends groups were established at Bay View Park 
    and Valley Park, and several other parks are in the process of 
    forming groups. Friends groups in turn help to raise 

volunteers, funds and awareness for their parks. 
 
Milwaukee County Parks couldn’t be in better hands than with Director Guy Smith and his team. 
In 2019, the Natural Areas team spent numerous hours working with our Weed-Out volunteers to 
combat invasive species throughout the park system and hopefully win the battle. 
 
I am looking forward to another great year of working with volunteers to enhance the quality and 
use of our Milwaukee County Parks. Our parks are a treasure worth supporting!  
 
Thank you for your support and let’s keep the People in the Parks! 
 
Barry Waddell   
Executive Director  
The Park People of Milwaukee County, Inc.

Barry Waddell, Executive Director of 
The Park People. Photo by Kelly Grant 
Moore.
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Friends group guide now available

Friends groups are so vital to a vibrant Milwaukee County Parks 
system. In my short 10 months with the Parks Department, I 

have been impressed time and time again by the creativity, passion 
and dedication that you, our Friends groups, bring to our county 
parks and to our community. In addition to meeting and working 
with many of you over the past year, I also realized that Milwaukee 
County Parks needs a go-to resource guide to support new and 
existing Friends groups. There are many different divisions at 
County Parks, and it can be overwhelming to navigate various 
processes, permits and policies! We want to ensure that all Friends 
groups have immediate and easy access to county guidelines and 
policies. To that end, I am pleased to introduce our first Milwaukee 
County Parks Friends Group Field Guide. 

The Friends Group Field Guide includes information for existing 
Friends groups and helps serve as a resource guide to support 

    new groups. The guide covers topics such as reserving meeting 
    space, applying for park improvement projects and starting a new 

Friends group. Some important items to note include the submission of an annual year-end report each 
year by February 1 and a list of county requirements specific to 501(c)(3) Friends groups. We also invite 
all Friends groups to have an annual planning meeting with parks staff each year to discuss the coming 
year’s plans, your group’s long-term vision and ways to collaborate toward achieving mutual goals. 

This guide is meant to help you, our Friends groups, and we plan to update this guide regularly to reflect 
the needs of groups. Please feel free to connect with me at Lindsay.frost@milwaukeecountywi.gov should 
you have any questions or requests. I also encourage you to share this guide with friends and colleagues 
who might be interested in launching new Friends groups across our parks system. To view the guide, 
please visit https://county.milwaukee.gov/files/county/parks-department/Make-A-Difference-Guides--
Documents/2020FriendsGroupBook.pdf or call me at (414) 897-2188 to request a copy.  

I look forward to getting to know you all more in the new year! Thanks for all you do to support our parks!
Lindsay Frost, Engagement Manager  
Milwaukee County Parks 

Lindsay Frost, Engagement Manager, 
Milwaukee County Parks. Photo by Phil 
Frost.
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Visit us!

If you regularly purchase items on Amazon, a 
portion of your purchase could be given to The 
Park People. Visit https://smile.amazon.com/
ch/39-1285099 and get started today!

Start a Friends group! It’s easy to get one 
started and a great way to build unity in your 
neighborhood. To start a group, call (414) 273-
7275 or email director@parkpeoplemke.org.

Amazon can help our parks! Form a Friends group

https://county.milwaukee.gov/files/county/parks-department/Make-A-Difference-Guides--Documents/2020FriendsGroupBook.pdf
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Don’t miss our  
2020 gala!

You’re invited to The Park People’s 2020 Gala 
on Saturday, April 25, 2020! The gala will 

be held at Boerner Botanical Gardens in Hales 
Corners with many fun activities in store! You’ll 
have an opportunity to bid on baskets of unique 
items during a silent auction, with proceeds 
benefitting our Friends groups. A second auction 

will raise funds for The Park People’s programs. You’ll also enjoy a delicious dinner catered by Zilli’s and 
dance the night away to great music provided by the Eddie Butts Band. Finally, you’ll hear about The 
Park People’s successes over the past year and learn about what’s planned for Milwaukee County Parks 
in 2020.

Invitations will be mailed early in 2020 to those on our mailing list. If you’d like an invitation sent to you, 
please pre-register at https://mailchi.mp/cab7d21aaf58/park-people-gala-preregistration. 

Your attendance at our gala will help raise money to support our Friends groups, Weed-Out program and 
the Oak Leaf Discovery Tour, as well as to promote the use and preservation of our beautiful Milwaukee 
County Parks. We hope to see you at Boerner Botanical Gardens on Saturday, April 25!
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It’s not too late to give!

If you haven’t renewed your membership or made 
a year-end contribution to The Park People, you 

still have time. Your donation is used to support 
our Friends groups, Weed-Out program, the Park 
Market and the Oak Leaf Discovery Tour. Because 
of your gift, people can continue to advocate for 
their neighborhood Milwaukee County Parks.

Read our case statement to learn more about The 
Park People’s mission, goals and how we have 
impacted the community. A condensed version 

                                                                                      appears on page three. The complete case 
                                                                                      statement appears at https://parkpeoplemke.org/
wp-content/uploads/2019/12/Case-statement-The-Park-People.pdf.

Here’s how you can give to The Park People: 

 •  Become a member of The Park People. Visit parkpeoplemke.org/home/join/ for a list of  
       membership levels. 

 •  Make a direct contribution at parkpeoplemke.org/shop/ or mail a check to The Park People,  
       10300 W. Wisconsin Avenue, Wauwatosa, WI 53226.

Case statement: The Park People
Did you know?
More than $300 million is needed over the next 10 years to address infrastructure needs in 157 
Milwaukee County Parks (2018, Wisconsin Policy Forum).

More than two-thirds of Milwaukee County Parks are not supported by a local group of residents who 
actively engage the community in their park or advocate for needed improvements.

Vision of The Park People
All 157 Milwaukee County Parks are supported by a Friends group, which engages residents, raises 
funds and advocates on behalf of their park.

Mission of The Park People
The Park People’s purpose is to preserve, support and enhance Milwaukee County Parks through 
building an effective volunteer organization.

The Park People achieves its mission through:
•  Fiscal sponsorship. Falling under The Park People umbrella allows Friends groups to focus on 
   engaging residents in supporting their park.
•  New Friends groups. The Park People engages residents to form new Friends groups and then 
   provides mentorship and ongoing support as they evolve into sustainable groups.
•  Serving as a liaison. The Park People helps Friends groups navigate county processes AND effectively 
   communicates the work and needs of more than 50 Friends groups to Milwaukee County Parks.

Major Programs
•  Friends groups. The Park People has been instrumental in forming and supporting Friends groups that 
   advocate for and engage residents in more than 34 Milwaukee County Parks.
•  Weed-Outs. The Park People, in cooperation with the Milwaukee County Parks Department, 
   spearheads a volunteer initiative to remove invasive plant species from the parks.
•  The Park Market. The Park People offer people trees or benches to purchase in honor or memory of a 
   loved one or a special event. The benches and trees are placed in a park of the purchaser’s choosing.

How You Can Help
•  Sponsor or attend our 2020 Gala. This signature fundraiser will be held on Saturday, April 25, at 
   Boerner Botanical Gardens and will feature the Eddie Butts Band. Funds raised will help us form new 
   Friends groups and engage more volunteers to participate in our Weed-Out initiative.
•  Engage with a Friends group. Volunteer for or donate money directly to your local Friends group or 
   contact us about how to form a new group for your local park.
•  Donate. Become a member of The Park People or donate via the Park Market.

If you have questions about contributing to The Park People, call (414) 273-7275 or email director@
parkpeoplemke.org.

Friends of Grant Park and Americorps volunteers 
take part in the fall Weed-Out at Grant Park on 
October 26, 2019. Photo by Pam Uhrig.
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