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From the executive director

Spring is here! It’s time to hit the trails at your Milwaukee  
County Parks! 

 
One of the jewels in the Milwaukee County Park trail system is 
the Oak Leaf Trail. The trail stretches for 125 miles and winds its 
way through 25 county parks. In 2012, The Park People and the 
Milwaukee County Parks Department created the annual Oak Leaf 
Discovery Tour (OLDT), a summer-long tour to promote the trail, 
encourage personal wellness and boost financial contributions for 
trail enhancements. Learn more about the history and purpose of the 
OLDT at https://parkpeoplemke.org/get-involved/programs/oak-leaf-
discovery-tour/. 

A key feature of the OLDT is the passport. The passport contains 
information about each of the parks located along the trail and 
encourages trail users to collect keywords that are printed on signs 

                                                              found at each of these parks. Collect 10 or more keywords, bring 
                                                              your passport to the end-of-the-season party at Estabrook Park, and 
                                                              you’ll have a chance to win terrific prizes, including free bikes. This 
                                                              year’s party will be held on Sunday, September 13. 

This year, we hope to raise $6,000 through passport sales, trail map sales and corporate sponsorships. 
This money would be used for trail signage and to increase the Park Department’s chances of securing 
funding from grants and matching financial programs. This funding will help maintain the trails, some of 
which are showing significant wear and tear due to many years of underfunding.

I encourage you to participate in this year’s OLDT! Passports are only $5.00 and are available for purchase 
at Wheel & Sprocket, Johnson Cycles and South Cyclery. You can also purchase them at our website, 
parkpeoplemke.org. For added value, consider purchasing a passport and trail map together for $10.00.

Thank you for your support, and I’ll see you on the Oak Leaf Trail!  
Barry Waddell, Executive Director 
The Park People of Milwaukee County, Inc.

Barry Waddell, Executive Director of 
The Park People. Photo by Kelly Grant 
Moore.
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Spring Weed-Outs scheduled
(Continued from page 3)

If you have a loved one who enjoyed 
spending time in a Milwaukee County 
Park, honor or memorialize that person 
by purchasing a bench through our Park 
Market program. Select a bench from three 
available styles and choose the park where 
the bench should be placed. Visit https://
parkpeoplemke.org/park-market/benches/ 
for more information.

Did you know that a portion of your Amazon 
purchases could help The Park People? Visit 
AmazonSmile today to learn how shopping 
on Amazon benefits us!

Honor someone with a  
bench purchase

Shopping on Amazon  
helps the parks!

May Weed-Outs
Lincoln Park     1301 W. Hampton Ave., Milwaukee
May 16     9 a.m. - noon    Meet in the Blatz Pavilion parking lot. 
Menomonee River Parkway
May 16     9 a.m. - noon    Meet one block east of Highway 100 on  
Menomonee River Parkway at Woodward Ave.
Sheridan Park    4800 S. Lake Drive, Cudahy  
May 23     9 a.m. - noon    Meet at the Sheridan Park pavilion, south of the lagoon.

https://parkpeoplemke.org/get-involved/programs/oak-leaf-discovery-tour/
https://parkpeoplemke.org/get-involved/programs/oak-leaf-discovery-tour/
https://www.wheelandsprocket.com/articles/wheel-sprocket-home-milwaukee-area-pg339.htm
https://www.johnsonsbikeshop.com
https://www.southshorecyclery.com
parkpeoplemke.org
https://parkpeoplemke.org
mailto:parkplace@parkpeoplemke.org
https://parkpeoplemke.org/park-market/benches/
https://parkpeoplemke.org/park-market/benches/
https://smile.amazon.com/gp/chpf/homepage?orig=%2F
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Several Weed-Outs 
scheduled for spring

Even though Wisconsin plants are 
 still dormant, dedicated Weed-Out 

coordinators are making plans to continue 
volunteer efforts removing invasive 
plants, picking up trash and carrying out 
other projects, all to preserve the health 
and beauty of our parks’ natural areas. 
Coordinators and community volunteers are 
also steadily broadening the scope of their 
work in the parks. In fact, some are asking 
to consider changing the program name 
from Weed-Out to better reflect this 

             situation. Weed-Out coordinators have 
                                                    also been working closely with Milwaukee 
                                                                                           County Parks Restoration Ecologist, Katlyn 
                                                                                           Pluer, to more effectively improve parks’ 
                                                                                           natural areas. 

Below is a list of spring Weed-Outs planned so far. Note that County Grounds and Sheridan Parks 
are new participants. Some parks are still planning Weed-Out events and other projects. Please 
note that dates are subject to change or cancellation due to the evolving nature of the 
COVID-19 outbreak. All April Weed-Outs have been cancelled. Check The Park People website, 
parkpeoplemke.org, for updates.

Above photo: Operation Dream Member Support Coach Larry 
Willis (far left), members of Operation Dream (middle) and Friends 
of Lincoln Park board member Sierra Taliaferro (far right) hold a 
banner during a garlic mustard Weed-Out event held on May 13, 
2017, at Lincoln Park, Milwaukee. Photo by David Thomas.

May Weed-Outs 
Brown Deer Park     7835 N. Green Bay Rd., Brown Deer
May 2     9 a.m. – noon     Burdock, bed grooming     
May 16    9 a.m. - noon    Garlic mustard, burdock, bed grooming
Contact Jim Farmer for gatheirng location: 414-306-0179.
Cudahy Nature Preserve     501 E. College Ave., Oak Creek     
May 16    9 a.m. - noon    Meet at parking lot off of College Ave., just east of Howell.
Estabrook Park     4400 N. Estabrook Dr., Shorewood    
May 3 & 17    9 a.m. - noon     Meet at the maintenance parking lot across from  
picnic area #6.
Grant Park     100 E. Hawthorne Ave., South Milwaukee
First four Saturdays in May    9 a.m. - noon    Meet at tennis court parking lot.
Lake Park    2975 N. Lake Park Rd., Milwaukee 
Every Saturday in May     9 a.m. - noon     Meet at Lake Park Friends office at  
2975 N. Lake Park Rd., near the parking lot for Lake Park Bistro.

Gala2
0
2
0

2020 Gala has been postponed

Due to the ongoing COVID-19 outbreak, The Park People Gala, orginally set for Saturday, April 
25, at Boerner Botanical Gardens, will be rescheduled for fall 2020. The new date and additional 

gala information will be announced on parkpeoplemke.org, in our newsletter, in e-mail messages and 
on social media within the next few weeks. 
 
If you have already purchased tickets but find you won’t be able to attend the gala later this year, we 
will gladly refund your purchase. However, we do hope you will plan to join us, as the funds raised 
will enable The Park People to continue supporting volunteers in Milwaukee County Parks. 
 
Thank you for understanding. We appreciate your on-going support!

 

Thank you to our gala sponsors!

 
 

Sponsorship opportunities are still available.  
Contact Barry Waddell at (414) 273-7275 or director@parkpeoplemke.org.

JS Construction

parkpeoplemke.org
mailto:director@parkpeoplemke.org
https://www.zillihospitalitygroup.com
https://uwm.edu/informationstudies/nonprofit/
https://www.wheelandsprocket.com/articles/wheel-sprocket-home-wisconsin-pg339.htm
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