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From the executive director

Welcome to the world of unknowns and postponements!  
 

We had to cancel our annual Friends group meeting, as well as the 
annual business meeting for The Park People members. No new 
dates have been set, but you will be notified when they are. While 
Friends groups’ activities have all been cancelled, small groups 
have been conducting Weed-Outs and cleanups, doing their best 
to keep your Milwaukee County Parks looking great. 
 
The Park People 2019 achievements and financial highlights 
are available for your review on page two of this newsletter. As 
you can see, a good portion of our income comes from your 
membership. On behalf of the board of directors and me, thank 
you for your support!  
 

         The Park People also receives individual donations for specific 
         projects and improvements. I would like to acknowledge James 
         and Bill Laskin who made a donation to replace the staircase 
on Lafayette Hill in honor of their mother, Nancy Laskin. In the past, James and Bill have donated to 
replace the roof on the log cabin at Juneau Park. Thank you, Laskins! 
 
Lastly, I encourage you to participate in this year’s Oak Leaf Discovery Tour. Passports are only $5.00 
and are for sale at Wheel & Sprocket, Johnson’s Cycle and Fitness and South Shore Cyclery. You 
can also purchase passports at our website: https://parkpeoplemke.org/product/oak-leaf-passport. 
For added value, consider purchasing a passport and trail map together for $10.00 at https://
parkpeoplemke.org/product/passport-and-map. All passport and trail map proceeds are used for trail 
improvements.  
 
Again, thank you for your support, and I’ll see you on the Oak Leaf Trail! 
 
Barry Waddell, Executive Director  
The Park People of Milwaukee County, Inc.

Barry Waddell, Executive Director of 
The Park People. Photo by Kelly Grant 
Moore.
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Visit us!

Trees play an important part in the health and 
vitality of our parks. Honor or memorialize 
someone by purchasing a shade, evergreen 
or ornamental tree through our Park Market 
program. You can choose the Milwaukee 
County Park where you want the tree 
planted. Call us at (414) 273-7275 or email 
director@parkpeoplemke.org to learn more.

If you’re ordering more through Amazon due 
to the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic, your 
purchases can help The Park People. To 
learn more about how this program benefits 
us, visit AmazonSmile today!

Buy a tree through  
the Park Market

More Amazon orders, more 
funds for The Park People

The Park People Gala cancelled for 2020

In the interest of maintaining public health and safety during the COVID-19 pandemic, The Park People 
Gala, originally rescheduled for Friday, October 30, at Boerner Botanical Gardens, has been cancelled 

for 2020. The Gala will be rescheduled for fall 2021. 
 
If you have purchased tickets for the Gala, they are still valid for the 2021 date. If you find you cannot 
attend the Gala when a new date is announced, please contact us for a refund. Even though the Gala will 
be held in 2021, you don’t have to wait to purchase your tickets. They can be purchased now at https://
parkpeoplemke.org/product/2021-gala-tickets. Tables of eight are also available for purchase at https://
parkpeoplemke.org/product/2021-gala-table-of-8. Funds raised during the Gala will help The Park People 
support volunteers who help make our Milwaukee County Parks beautiful places for recreation and 
relaxation. 
 
Thank you for understanding, and we hope you’ll join us for our Gala in 2021!

We are grateful for the support of our Gala donors!

Sponsorship opportunities are available.  
Contact Barry Waddell at (414) 273-7275 or director@parkpeoplemke.org.
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Friends Groups Initiative
• 49 total Friends groups   
• 26 Friends groups have a fiscal sponsorship
  with The Park People
• New Friends groups in 2019:
        ‣ Friends of Moody Park
        ‣ Friends of County Grounds Park
• Potential Friends groups forming in 2020:
        ‣ Friends of Sherman Park
        ‣ Friends of Grobschmidt Park

Weed-Out Program
• 13 Weed-Out groups   
• 1,996 volunteer hours spent

Park Market Program
• 8 trees planted
• 13 benches installed

Membership
• 108 members Above photo: The bandshell at Washington 

Park, Milwaukee. Photo by Kelly Grant 
Moore.

2019 achievements

2019 financial highlights

Operating Income

Total income = $84,440

Total expenses = $94,678

Operating Expenses

12% Other income

24% Human resources

13% Office expenses
22% Benches & trees

40% Professional services

2% Repair & maintenance

1% Rent

.40% Interest
2% Contributions

.1% Weed-Out
56% Benches & trees

16% Memberships

1% Sales

12% Donations

A message from  
Milwaukee County Parks 

As you may know, the Milwaukee County Parks Commission 
was established in 1907. At the time, the commission was 

a bold idea that faced a great amount of opposition, and it took 
decades for Charles Whitnall’s vision of an ‘Emerald Necklace’ to 
truly take shape. Over the last 113 years, the Milwaukee County 
Parks system has faced many challenges, and through every 
crisis, it has taken bold ideas and innovative action to ensure the 
park system adapted to the needs of the community. 
 
This year, we’re tackling a triple crisis. The deadly pandemic has 

  forced the closure of many of our revenue-generating services, 
  compounding an existing budget crisis and the inequities caused 

by systemic racism. There’s no doubt that 2020 will be one of the most challenging years of our 113-year 
history. We’re facing an estimated $10 million budget shortfall — over 25 percent of our entire budget. 
However, we also know that parks, trails and park services are essential to the community. Now is the time 
to follow in the footsteps of our park predecessors and think boldly, and we really need your help  
to do this. 
 
Our entire parks team is adapting quickly to this new reality. In a typical summer, we hire around 900 
seasonal staff to operate our parks and keep them in good condition throughout the summer. This year, 
we have been able to hire less than 200. Additionally, almost 100 non-operations parks staff (accounting, 
marketing, outreach, public services, landscape architects, etc.) have been reallocated to help our field 
staff a few days each week. Without funding for additional seasonal staff, grass will be a little longer than 
usual, trash will be collected less frequently and without lifeguards, we are unable to open swimming 
pools this summer.  
 
Without pools, concerts or special events, this summer will look very different than usual, but many 
positive things are still happening.  
 
 • We’re seeing record use of the Oak Leaf Trail, so we’ve partnered with the City of Milwaukee  
               to create Active Streets, opening up parkways for cycling, walking and running.  
 • We’ve opened most golf courses and beer gardens to help bring in much needed revenue.  
 • We’ve teamed up with Sprecher Brewing Company to create a new beer called ‘Parklife,’ 
               available in stores soon, with proceeds going to the Milwaukee Parks Foundation.  
 • We’ve partnered with Google Arts & Culture to help tell stories from the park system’s rich history.  
 • We’ve partnered with a dozen local organizations to launch the ‘We Care Crew,’ which will bring 
               supplies and physically distanced programming to neighborhoods hardest hit by COVID-19.  
 
As July is Parks and Recreation Month, we’re also launching a campaign called ‘Love Your Parks.’ This 
campaign will include opportunities to volunteer, donate and rally support around your Milwaukee County 
Parks. Look for more information about the ‘Love Your Parks’ campaign in the near future.
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