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Friends groups help with  
Weed-Outs, special projects 
 

Due to the Covid-19 pandemic and associated restrictions, 
no formal or advertised Weed-Out events will take place 

this fall. Nevertheless, while maintaining proper precautions, 
small informal groups of park Friends have gotten or will get 
together to strategically work to control buckthorn and several 
other woody invasive species. Katlyn Pluer, Milwaukee County 

    Parks Restoration Ecologist, has been helpful in guiding these 
    small groups to work most effectively, given the situation. In 
    addition, some Friends groups have or will be undertaking small 
    projects. Guy Smith, Milwaukee County Parks Executive 

Director, has stated how the great loss of revenue experienced by the Parks Department resulted 
in drastic cuts to seasonal staff. Therefore, the parks benefit even more than usual from the hard 
work done by various Friends groups, like Brown Deer and Cooper Park Friends doing plantings. 
Here are highlights from two Friends group projects: 
 

Friends of County Grounds Park (FOCGP). FOCGP held a 
buckthorn remediation event in March, freeing access to 
two sides of what remains of the “Men’s Pavilion,” one of the 
buildings that was part of the former county mental hospital. In 
September, FOCGP undertook another buckthorn remediation 
project to free the other two sides of that pavilion and 
surrounding area. The remediation is part of a Boy Scout 
Troop 68 Eagle project. Local, family-owned business Hoppe 
Tree Service donated the time of their trained staff and board 
certified master arborist Freddy Hoppe, and brought special 
equipment to remove and dispose a high volume of buckthorn. 
Read more at https://awealthofnature.org/sanctuary-woods- 

    restoring-an-old-growth-forest-with-historical-roots/. 
Above: Boy Scouts from Troop #68 
remove buckthorn at County Grounds 
Park, March 2020. Photo by Eddee 
Daniel.

Above: Members of Friends of Cooper 
Park create a pollinator garden at the 
northwest corner of the park, July 
2019. Photo by Judy Mead.
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Visit us!

The Park People Gala has been scheduled 
for Saturday, November 6, 2021, at Boerner 
Botanical Gardens, Hales Corners. Look 
for more details about the event in the 
near future. Tickets can be purchased 
now at https://parkpeoplemke.org/get-
involved/2021-gala/. Sponsorships are also 
available.

Continued on page two

As you shop for the holidays this year, use 
AmazonSmile to support The Park People. 
Every purchase you make through Amazon 
can help us support our Friends groups, 
Weed-Out programs and other initiatives. 
Visit AmazonSmile today to get started.

New date set for 2021 gala Help our holiday wishes 
come true!

Park People members enjoy 
exclusive event

On Tuesday, August 25, Park People members gathered 
for a private opening of the Traveling Beer Garden at 

Wisconsin Avenue Park, Wauwatosa. The event was held to 
thank members for supporting The Park People and to offer 
an opportunity to share ideas. While chatting and relaxing, 
members enjoyed free beer provided by Sprecher Brewing 
Company and free empanadas by Triciclo Péru. Guy Smith, 
Executive Director of Milwaukee County Parks, was on hand 
to greet members and discuss park matters. Thank you to 
Milwaukee County Parks, Sprecher and Triciclo Péru for an 
enjoyable and relaxing evening!

by Ken Solis, MD, MA, Park People board member; Jonathan Piel, Friends of 
County Grounds Park & Tom Niemiec, Friends of Grobschmidt Park
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Despite pandemic, Parks Department moves forward 
by Lindsay Frost, Engagement Manager, Milwaukee County Parks 

This summer has brought complex challenges for our 
community and for our Parks system, and it has also 

showed us areas where we can grow and improve. As we 
transition through the seasons, I want to provide a few 
highlights from the summer and outline a few items on the 
horizon this winter.  
 Throughout the summer, Milwaukee County Parks 
collaborated with over a dozen local government 
organizations, including the City of Milwaukee Office of 
Violence Prevention and the Milwaukee Police Department, 
along with local nonprofit organizations, including Safe & 
Sound, PEAK Initiative, Alice’s Garden and many more, to 
form the We Care Crew. The We Care Crew brings resources 
to communities in our 

county hardest hit by the joint pandemics of COVID-19 and 
racism. The We Care Crew provided over 10,000 masks, 382 
bikes, 2,500 resource bags and over 500 flats of plants to 
the community. You can learn more about the We Care Crew 
at http://wecarecrewmke.com. 
 While COVID-19 affected Parks budget, staffing 
levels and the ability to hold events this summer, we are 
pleased that progress has been made in safely reopening 
a number of amenities, including beer gardens, Boerner 
Botanical Gardens, and the Mitchell Park Domes. Recently 
the county’s reopening committee also approved a reopening 
plan for small-scale outdoor programming and volunteering 

events for  
Friends groups. 
For more details, contact me at Lindsay.frost@
milwaukeecountywi.gov.  

   Looking forward to winter, Milwaukee County 
Parks is developing a brand new Parks volunteer 
handbook outlining the numerous options our Parks 
system offers for volunteering. We expect this new 
handbook will be available by January 2021. We are 
also planning for a – likely digital – Friends group 
summit to connect our various Friends groups this 

                 winter.   
   We appreciate your ongoing support of our 
Parks system and look forward to seeing everyone safely enjoying our Parks this fall. 

Friends groups help with Weed-Outs, special projects 
continued from front page
Friends of Grobschmidt Park (FOGP). Whenever it would 
rain, standing water would accumlate at the north section 
of a hiking trail that loops around Mud Lake, making the 
trail impassable. FOGP decided to build puncheons and 
remove buckthorn to improve the trail’s accessibility. The 
group raised $1,550 to buy lumber, and FOGP member 
Tom Niemiec designed a puncheon wide enough for two 
people to stand next to each other yet water can still pass 
through. After partial assembly, four-foot puncheon sections 
were installed on the trail. FOGP is planning to install more 
puncheons on the Forked Aster Trail located at the south 
end of Mud Lake. Imperial Tool and Plastics have pledged to 
donate $500-$1,000 each year toward park improvements. 
 
The following is just a partial list of parks that have or will be working on removing woody 
invasive species this fall: Doctors, Brown Deer, Menomonee River Parkway, Grobschmidt, 
Estabrook, Lincoln and County Grounds. This listing of parks is not necessarily comprehensive, 
as Friends groups look to accommodate the restrictions imposed by the pandemic while trying to 
work on the most critical areas in their parks. To see if and how you can pitch in to help preserve 
your favorite park’s natural areas, contact the park’s Friends group. A Friends group directory can 
be found at parkpeoplemke.org/friends-groups/directory.

Above: Jim Pellitier from the Friends of 
Grobschmidt Park assembles a puncheon 
panel. Photo by Paul Akert.

Above: A woman helps a child ride a bike 
provided by the We Care Crew. Photo by 
Milwaukee County Parks.

   Above: Resource bags assembled by the 
   We Care Crew wait to be distributed to a 
   Milwaukee neighborhood. Photo by 
   Milwaukee County Parks.

Above: Volunteers plant flowers in various county  
parks as part of the We Care Crew. Photo by Jen 
Francis, Milwaukee County Parks.

Left: Denise Owens, a member of Friends of LaFollette Park, serves 
soup during the group’s Empty Bowls event, Febraury 2020. Photo by 
Kelly Grant Moore.

Friends groups need your help

Due to the ongoing pandemic, Friends groups were 
forced to cancel many of their fundraising events 

this year. However, the need for funds continues. 
Consider making a donation directly to a Friends group. 
Your donation will help a Friends group improve park 
amenities, host events, receive training, recruit members 
and promote responsible use of a park. You decide the 
amount to give; any amount is welcome. Donations 
can be made securely through our website https://
parkpeoplemke.org/friends-groups/donate-friends-
groups/ or by mailing a check to The Park People, 10300 
W. Wisconsin Ave, Wauwatosa, WI 53226. On your check, 
please designate which Friends group should receive 
your donation. Thank you for your consideration!
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