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From the executive director

Happy New Year! 
 

Let’s hope this coming year is filled with health and happiness. We 
all have had to overcome obstacles and deal with restrictions in our 
workplaces and volunteer opportunities. Despite these challenges, 
there were still many accomplishments. Our Friends groups have 
not been able to host their public events during the past year, but 
they still did their part with Weed-Outs and park cleanups. 
 
The Oak Leaf Discovery Tour had some challenges as well. While 
passport sales were down significantly (The majority of the sales 
take place at the Wheel & Sprocket Expo.), rider counts on the trails 
were up. Apparently, bike sales have been up as well, which have 
provided our sponsors the ability to continue their support. Friends 
of Milwaukee County Trails have started a Go Fund Me page to raise 

    $120,000 to help repair the Zip Line section of the Oak Leaf Trail that 
    has been impacted by a sinkhole. This is just one example of a 
    Friends group stepping up when it’s needed most. To donate, visit 

gofundme.com and search “Help Fix the Zip Line Trail Sinkhole.” 
 
Speaking of support, The Park People’s annual appeal is underway! Thank you for your generous support 
during these hard times, and we hope you’ll consider giving again or renewing your membership. Your 
donation or membership renewal allows The Park People to continue operating, so we can provide fiscal 
sponsorship, support and resources to many Friends groups. With your help, these groups can go on 
making a difference in their parks. 
 
On a final note, I want to personally thank all of the Friends groups for their patience and understanding 
with all of the restrictions in place at their parks. Without your stewardship, our parks would not be what 
they are today!   
 
Thank you for your loyal membership! 
 
Barry Waddell, Executive Director 
The Park People of Milwaukee County, Inc.

Barry Waddell, Executive Director of 
The Park People. Photo by Kelly Grant 
Moore.

Todd Ludorf was the winner of the bike 
donated by South Shore Cyclery. The 
drawing for the bike was held during the 
OLDT end-of-season party at Estabrook 
Park Biergarten, Shorewood, on  
September 13, 2020. Photo by Kelly Grant 
Moore. 

Participants enjoy a beer at the 
OLDT end-of-the-season party 
held at Estabrook Park Biergarten, 
Shorewood, September 13, 2020. 
Photo by Kelly Grant Moore. 
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Park People Gala to be held later this year

After being cancelled in 2020 due to the pandemic, The Park People Gala has been rescheduled 
 for Saturday, November 6, 2021, at Boerner Botanical Gardens, Hales Corners. This special 

event is being held to raise money for Friends groups, recognize their contributions to our Milwaukee 
County Parks and celebrate the presence of our parks in our communities. The event will run from 6 
-11:30 p.m. and include a cocktail reception, a silent auction, dinner catered by Zilli’s, a live auction 
and great music provided by Ceol Cairde and the Eddie Butts Band. Tickets are $150.00 per person; 
tables of eight are available for purchase. This Gala is not held every year, so tickets will sell quickly. 
Don’t wait! Purchase your tickets today at https://parkpeoplemke.org/get-involved/2021-gala/! 

We are grateful for the support of our Gala sponsors!

We’re also looking for sponsors! If your organization is interested in sponsoring the Gala, 
contact Barry Waddell at (414) 273-7275 or director@parkpeoplemke.org.

Party closes out Oak Leaf 
Discovery Tour season 

Oak Leaf Discovery Tour 
(OLDT) participants had 

the opportunity to share their 
experiences on the trail and 
win some terrific prizes during 
the end-of-the-season party on 
Sunday, September 13, 2020, at 
the Estabrook Park Biergarten, 
Shorewood. Prizes ranged from 
T-shirts, to a bike donated by 
South Shore Cyclery, to a $500 
gift card donated by Wheel and 
Sprocket. To be eligible for the 
prize drawings, participants 
simply had to bring their OLDT passports listing a minimum 

of 10 keywords. Congratulations to Todd Ludorf for winning the bike and Scott Davely for winning 
the $500 gift card! Special thanks to Johnson’s Cycle & Fitness, South Shore Cyclery and Wheel & 
Sprocket for sponsoring this year’s tour. See you on the trail next year!
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The new remodeled playground at 
Indigenous Peoples’ Park. The playground 
was remodeled late in 2020 and opened in 
December. Photo source: Milwaukee  
County Parks.

A woman sits on a bench overlooking 
the lagoon at Greenfield Park, West Allis. 
Photo by Kelly Grant Moore.

Volunteers from the We Care Crew 
participate in the Make a Family Smile 
Turkey Giveaway held November 24, 2020, 
at Dr. Martin Luther King Community 
Center, Milwaukee.  Photo source: 
Milwaukee County Parks.

Parks faces challenges,  
sees opportunities in 2021

 

Happy New Year to our friends! While we face another 
trying year at Parks, we are also excited about some 

important efforts, both current and on the horizon.  
 
Milwaukee County’s vision (https://county.milwaukee.gov/EN/
Vision0): By achieving racial equity, Milwaukee is the healthiest 
county in Wisconsin, and the 2021 Milwaukee 

    County operating  budget (https://county.milwaukee.gov/EN/ 
  Administrative-Services/Performance-Strategy-and-Budget) 
    are now available for review. In 2021, Parks faces another tax 
   levy cut of approximately 

$700,000 and a total budget cut of almost $1.2 million. There 
isn’t much left to trim, and unfortunately this year at Parks, 
these budget cuts will again affect our level of service. Even 
though we had our lowest staffing levels on record in 2020, our 
staff did an amazing job during this complex time. In addition, 
Friends groups continued to adapt and serve our parks and 
communities, and we are grateful for that!  
 
To better communicate with the public and serve our 
communities, Parks has developed some important new 
resources, including a captial projects mapping tool, a 
volunteer handbook, an issue reporting system, the Parks 
Explorer app and the We Care Crew. 
 
While we know we still have many challenges to overcome, we  
are looking forward to a new year. Cheers to 2021!

A letter from our board president

I  hope this letter finds you well. I am sure you’re looking forward 
to 2021 just as much as I am. So instead of focusing on what 

we couldn’t do, I would like to share what we are looking forward 
to.  
 
We will continue to focus on the needs of our Friends group 
volunteers. The Park People provides administrative support, 
liability insurance, connections to park resources, training 
opportunities and so much more to these volunteer groups. The 
most rewarding thing we do is to help organize new Friends 
groups in all areas of Milwaukee County.  
 
Our creative and dedicated board members are proud to build 
and strengthen our relationship with the staff of Milwaukee 
County Parks. Just like the Parks Foundation and Preserve 

    Our Parks, The Park People and Parks employees seem to 
    have one goal at the end of each day. We all desire to make 
    the parks the best that they can be despite limited funding. By 

working together, we can accomplish much more to benefit the parks.  
 
The Park People has been working on a new program with the 
Parks Department to encourage Milwaukee County residents 
to explore parks in new and creative ways. There will even be 
incentives to do so. Watch for more information to be coming 
soon about this exciting program. 
 
We are also looking forward to our fundraising gala that has 
been rescheduled for Saturday, November 6, at Boerner 
Botanical Gardens. This event doesn’t happen every year, 
so please plan to attend! You’ll have an opportunity to help 
support our volunteer Friends groups, celebrate our beautiful 
Milwaukee County Parks and express how important the parks 
have been to you throughout 2020. 
 
Finally, please consider renewing your membership or donating 
to The Park People. Now more than ever, we need your help! And we are always looking for new 
members and donors, so please encourage your family and friends to give, too!   
 
Warm wishes for a safe and wonderful New Year! 
 
Nadine Weske, Executive Board President 
The Park People of Milwaukee County, Inc.

Nadine Weske, President of the Park 
People of Milwaukee County, Inc. Photo 
by Kate Jurgens.

by Lindsay Frost, Friends Group Liaison and 
Engagement Manager, Milwaukee County Parks

New year, new Friends group Social media focus: Friends groups
Consider starting a Friends group for your park 
this year. Friends groups engage in a wide 
variety of activities ranging from cleanups and 
Weed-Outs to community events. The Park 
People are here to help you get a group started, 
recruit volunteers, connect with the Parks 
Department and organize activities. For more 
information, contact Barry Waddell at (414) 273-
7275 or at director@parkpeoplemke.org. 

If you follow The Park People’s social media 
pages, check out stories of what Friends 
groups accomplished in 2020. Even in the 
face of challenges, groups were able to make 
improvements and connect neighborhood 
residents with their parks. New stories will 
appear every two weeks and include photos of 
groups in action. Their accomplishments are 
amazing!
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https://www.instagram.com/parkpeopleofmke/
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