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From the executive director

Greetings and happy summer! Things are happening in the parks 
once again! Friends groups are getting back in their parks, meeting 

in person and planning events. Please join me in welcoming our two 
newest Friends groups: Friends of Honey Creek Parkway and Friends of 
Rose Park. Friends of Honey Creek Parkway will be concentrating their 
efforts on the area between Jacobus Park and I-94 in the Wauwatosa 
area. Rose Park is located at 3045 N. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Drive, 
Milwaukee. The park was once the site of Borchert Field, which played 
a big role in Milwaukee baseball history. Thank you to the community 
volunteers who recruited neighborhood residents to form these groups. 
 Our 2020 annual report is included in this newsletter. Despite the 
pandemic, your generosity and support were overwhelming last year. I 
would like to recognize the following donors: Marge Kieckhefer, Emily 
Koplin, Cheri Briscoe and the Kuehl Family Foundation for their support. 
Thanks to a decrease in office hours, operating expenses were greatly 

       reduced, improving our bottom line. Our Park Market bench and tree 
       programs were also very successful last year with many benches and 
       trees given in memory of donors’ loved ones.  

 The Oak Leaf Discovery Tour (OLDT) is off to a great start. We held kickoffs at South Shore Park and at the 
United Performing Arts Fund Ride for the Arts. The OLDT has helped make more people aware of the Milwaukee 
County Trail System, including its benefits and needs for improvement. Thank you to the Friends of the Milwaukee 
Trails and to individual and corporate donors for their support. I would like to especially thank our local bike shops, 
Wheel & Sprocket, Johnson’s Cycle and Fitness, South Shore Cyclery and Erik’s Bike Shop, for sponsoring the 
OLDT. OLDT passports can be purchased at these bike shops or on our website: https://parkpeoplemke.org/
product/oak-leaf-passport/. 
 The Milwaukee Parks Foundation (MPF) is moving forward. MPF is in the process of hiring an executive 
director, and once that position is filled, they will put their program into action. MPF will be a great partner in 
stewardship and fund development for the parks, and I look forward to working with them in the near future. 
  
Once again, thank you for supporting the mission of The Park People! 
Barry Waddell, Executive Director 
The Park People of Milwaukee County, Inc.

Barry Waddell, Executive Director of 
The Park People. Photo by Kelly Grant 
Moore.

Two geese float in front of the bridge crossing over the 
Brown Deer Park lagoon. Photo by Kelly Grant Moore.
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Stay up-to-date on 
Milwaukee County Parks 
news

Something’s always going on at your Milwaukee 
County Parks! Stay “in the know” by subscribing 

to the Miloakee Minute. The Miloakee Minute gathers 
articles from local news sources and compiles them 
in one place, so information is right at your fingertips. 
Article topics range from event announcements to 
park improvement plans to decisions that impact park 
operations. The Miloakee Minute comes out weekly and 
past issues are archived. Subscribe just by providing 
your email address. The Miloakee Minute can be found 

     at https://www.getrevue.co/profile/countyparks.

When you shop on Amazon, a portion of 
your purchase can help us support our 

Friends groups, Weed-Outs, PARKticipation 
program and many more initiatives! Get started 
by visiting smile.amazon.com and specifying 
The Park People of Milwaukee County, Inc. as 
your charitable organization. Thank you for your 
support!

Trees make such a positive impact on our 
environment and add so much beauty 

to our Milwaukee County Parks. Consider 
donating a tree to your favorite park through 
our Park Market program. Shade, evergreen 
and ornamental trees are available, and a 
commemorative tag is included with your 
donation. Visit https://parkpeoplemke.org/park-
market/trees/ to learn more.

Amazon Smile can make  
a difference

Donate a tree to your  
favorite park
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2021 Oak Leaf Discovery Tour is underway

Oak Leaf Trail enthusiasts gathered at the South Shore Terrace Kitchen and Beer Garden June 3 and 
5 to kick off the 2021 Oak Leaf Discovery Tour (OLDT). Passports for the OLDT were on sale for $10; 

anyone who purchased a passport was able to purchase a beer for only $3.50, regardless of the type. 
In addition, people had the opportunity to ask volunteers questions about the trail, share previous trail 
experiences and discuss their plans for using the trail this year. 
 The OLDT passport encourages you to explore Milwaukee County Parks and trails. Use the 
passport to keep track of the parks and trails you visit. Record a minimum of 10 unique OLDT locations 
in your passport for a chance to win prizes at the OLDT end-of-the-season party held on September 26 
from 1-3 p.m. at Estabrook Park. Purchase your passport for $10 at Wheel & Sprocket, Johnson’s Cycle & 
Fitness, South Shore Cyclery, Erik’s Bike Shop or at our website: https://parkpeoplemke.org/product/oak-
leaf-passport/.

Members and Friends groups gather  
for annual meeting

The Park People held its annual member and Friends group meeting on Thursday, June 24, at Wilson 
Park, 1601 W. Howard Avenue, Milwaukee. Attendees learned about the achievements The Park 

People and Friends groups made in 2020 while dining on a variety of tasty empanadas from Triciclo Peru. 
Special guests included David Crowley, Milwaukee County Executive, and Guy Smith, Milwaukee County 
Parks Executive Director. Friends groups had the opportunity to share their successes from the past year 
and network with other attendees. For those who were not able to attend in person, the meeting was 
livestreamed on Facebook. 
 During the meeting, two new Friends groups were introduced: Friends of Rose Park and Friends 
of Honey Creek Parkway. Both groups formed within the last year. Friends of Cooper Park were 
presented with the 2019 Friends Group of the Year award. Attendees also saw the new “Park Pub” truck, 
which Friends groups will be able to reserve for special events taking place at their parks. Despite the 
threat of rain, everyone enjoyed getting together in person and celebrating the great things Friends 
groups are doing in their parks!

https://www.wheelandsprocket.com/articles/wheel-sprocket-home-milwaukee-area-pg339.htm
https://www.johnsonsbikeshop.com
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