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From the executive director

Hello and Happy New Year! It is that time of year again, our annual appeal. If 
 you have not already done so, please consider continuing your membership 

with us. Your membership is imperative to the success of The Park People, 
allowing us to operate, sponsor and support the 35 Friends groups under our 
umbrella. As our Friends groups begin planning for 2022, they are counting on you 
to help ensure their work can continue. To those who have already renewed their 
memberships, I thank you for your continued commitment to The Park People.  
 In 2021, our Friends groups continued to support parks through a variety of 
projects. One of these projects was the #100forHumboldt, an initiative undertaken 
by Humboldt Park Friends to plant 100 trees at Humboldt Park, replacing trees that 
have been removed due to infection, infestation and weather conditions. At the 
time of this newsletter printing, Humboldt Park Friends have raised over $32,000, 
inching ever closer to its $34,000 goal. This initiative is just one of the many ways 

                                Friends groups serve as stewards of our parks. Thank you, Humboldt Park Friends!  
     We were excited to see so many volunteers working to eradicate invasive 
plant species through fall Weed-Out events. If you are looking for a volunteer opportunity, spring Weed-Outs are just 
around the corner; please check the Weed-Out schedule at https://parkpeoplemke.org/get-involved/programs/
weed-out/ for upcoming dates and locations.  
	 You	are	likely	aware	of	the	financial	challenges	facing	Milwaukee	County	Parks.	Recently,	the	Parks	
Department commissioned the Wisconsin Policy Forum (WPF) to conduct a research and facilitation project that 
would	consider	options	for	creating	a	sustainable	financial	path	forward.	This	project	looked	at	different	cities	and	
their	park	systems.	One	of	the	insights	shared	in	the	project	report	was	that	Milwaukee	County	Parks	needs	to	take	
a	fresh	look	at	other	options,	including	developing	new	partnerships	with	other	public	sector	or	non-profit	entities	
and making greater use of volunteers. Another suggestion from WPF’s report is enhancing racial equity, which has 
been and will continue to be one of The Park People’s goals as we strive to continue formation of Friends groups 
in underserved neighborhoods. WPF’s report, “Sinking Treasure,” can be found at https://wispolicyforum.org/wp-
content/uploads/2021/10/SinkingTreasure_RB.pdf. 
 With the addition of the Parks Foundation, we feel the “three legged stool” is now in place: Preserve Our 
Parks for advocacy, the Parks Foundation for major fundraising and The Park People for a volunteer base.  
 
Thank	you	for	supporting	The	Park	People	and	Milwaukee	County	Parks. 
Barry Waddell, Executive Director 
The	Park	People	of	Milwaukee	County,	Inc.

Barry Waddell, Executive 
Director of The Park People. 
Photo by Kelly Grant Moore.
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Visit us!

Friends groups to be featured in social media series

For many years, our Friends groups have done 
incredible	things	for	our	Milwaukee	County	Parks	

and 2021 was no exception! Starting this month, their 
projects and achievements will be highlighted in a 
series that will be posted to The Park People’s social 
media pages. Over the next few months, learn more 
about what our Friends groups did to improve and 
promote their area parks. From hosting special events 
to taking on building projects, our Friends groups made 
it happen in 2021! 
 Visit our Facebook page at https://www. 

         facebook.com/Park.People. 
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Visit	our	Instagram	profile	at	https://www. 
         instagram.com/parkpeopleofmke/.

Participants paddle the Milwaukee River at Lincoln 
Park, Glendale, Wisconsin, as part of a Peddle-to-
Paddle event hosted by Friends of Lincoln Park on 
July 31, 2021. Photo by David Thomas.

Don’t forget to renew your Park People 
membership! For as little as $40, your 

membership will support Friends groups, our 
Weed-Out program, the Oak Leaf Discovery 
Tour	and	PARKticipation.	With	your	membership	
renewal, you’ll continue to receive our quarterly 
newsletter and invitations to member-only 
events,	like	a	gathering	at	a	Milwaukee	
County	Parks	beer	garden.	Renew	at	https://
parkpeoplemke.org/home/join/membership-
packages/.

Looking to honor or memorialize a loved one? 
 Or maybe you want to recognize a special 

event?	Consider	purchasing	a	bench	through	
our	Park	Market	program.	You	can	designate	
in	which	Milwaukee	County	Park	the	bench	is	
placed and a personalized commemorative 
brass plate is included with a bench purchase. 
Learn more: https://parkpeoplemke.org/park-
market/benches/.

Renew your membership A bench purchase can  
improve a park
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Parks thrive thanks to Friends groups,  
Park People members 

Early in December 2021, prior to attending a 
meeting at the Domes, I spent some time 

walking	around	Mitchell	Park,	one	of	our	great	parks	
in	the	Milwaukee	County	Parks	system.	Mitchell	
Park	is	one	of	the	first	parks	developed	by	the	City	
of	Milwaukee	Park	Board	and	has	a	long	legacy	in	
our park system. Walking around the lagoon, by the 
pavilion, and around the playground, I was reminded 
how much our parks are used and treasured by area 
neighborhoods	and	the	greater	community.	Mitchell	
Park serves our residents throughout the year in 
different	seasons	of	life,	as	do	all	of	our	parks 

				throughout	Milwaukee	County.	 
 As a member of The Park People, you are 

aware	of	the	current	challenges	facing	Milwaukee	County	Parks.	In	the	spring	of	2021,	Milwaukee	County	
Executive	David	Crowley	warned	that	the	property	tax	levy	available	to	support	the	parks	would	be	gone	by	
2027. This sobering reality comes at a time when open space and recreational resources have been valued 
more than ever by county residents, especially during the pandemic. 
	 The	Wisconsin	Policy	Forum	was	recently	commissioned	by	Milwaukee	County	Parks	to	conduct	a	
research and facilitation project that would consider 
options	for	creating	a	sustainable	financial	path	
forward. In considering options for the future, the 
project considered not only steps needed to promote 
fiscal	viability,	but	also	the	dire	need	to	update	
park	assets	and	offerings	to	meet	the	needs	and	
expectations of citizens in the 2020s and beyond, 
and	to	further	Milwaukee	County’s	strategic	emphasis	
on racial equity and inclusion. 
 In this challenging time, we know that 
Milwaukee	County	Parks	has	benefited	for	many	
years because of the support and partnership from 
The	Park	People.	With	the	efforts	of	our	Friends	
groups,	Milwaukee	County	Parks	has	been	sustained	
far	beyond	what	the	Parks	Department	can	do	on	its	own.	Treasured	spaces	such	as	Mitchell	Park	and	the	
Domes	are	improved	thanks	to	efforts	by	Friends	of	the	Domes	and	other	partners,	such	as	Journey	House.	 
	 As	we	enter	2022,	I	want	to	thank	you	for	your	continued	support	of	Milwaukee	County	Parks.	You	
helped make 2021 a great year to be in the parks, and also continued to advocate on behalf of our parks 
system.	For	that,	we	at	Milwaukee	County	Parks	thank	you.

by Peter Bratt, Director of Operations and Skilled Trades, Milwaukee County Parks

A view of Bender Park from the park’s pier. Bender Park is 
located in Oak Creek, Wisconsin. Photo by Peter Bratt.

An outbuilding at Kletzsch Park, Glendale, Wisconsin. 
Photo by Kelly Grant Moore.

Jim Boland, (right), owner of Art Smart’s Dart 
Mart and Juggling Emporium, Milwaukee, 
gives a disc golf set to Diane Yurasovich 
(left). Diane won the set through the fall 
PARKticipation drawing. Photo by Steve 
Silverstein.

Park People Gala to be held later this year

After being postponed due to the pandemic, The Park People Gala will be held on Saturday, November 
12,	2022,	at	Boerner	Botanical	Gardens,	Hales	Corners.	This	special	event	is	being	held	to	raise	

money	for	Friends	groups,	recognize	their	contributions	to	our	Milwaukee	County	Parks,	and	celebrate	
the presence of parks in our communities. The event will run from 6 – 11:30 p.m. and include a cocktail 
reception,	silent	auction,	dinner	catered	by	Zilli’s,	a	live	auction,	and	great	music	provided	by	Ceol	Cairde	
and the Eddie Butts Band. Tickets are $150.00 per person; tables of eight are available for purchase. This 
Gala is not held every year, so tickets will sell quickly. Don’t wait! Purchase your tickets today at https://
parkpeoplemke.org/get-involved/2022-gala/. 

We are grateful for the support of our Gala sponsors!

We’re also looking for sponsors! If your organization is interested in sponsoring the Gala, 
contact Barry Waddell at (414) 273-7275 or director@parkpeoplemke.org.

JS Construction

Grand prizewinners chosen for summer  
and fall PARKticipation programs

Recently, The Park People held drawings to determine 
the winners of the grand prizes for the summer and fall 

PARKticipation	programs.	Congratulations	to	Patty	Whiting	
who	was	the	winner	from	the	summer	PARKticipation	
program. She won a fully stocked picnic basket that 
included	plates,	glasses	and	silverware.	Congratulations	
are also in order for Diane Yurasovich. Diane was the fall 
PARKticipation	grand	prizewinner	of	the	disc	golf	set	
given by Art	Smart’s	Dart	Mart	and	Juggling	Emporium, 
Milwaukee.	Both	winners	completed	PARKticipation	cards	
and submitted them for chances at these prizes. 
	 You	could	be	a	winner,	too!	Our	winter	PARKticipation	
program	will	be	coming	later	in	January	2022,	so	watch	
for details! Learn more at https://parkpeoplemke.org/get-
involved/parkticipate.
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