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From the executive director

Hello and happy spring! Please welcome our newest Friends group, Friends 
of Washington Park! I am very excited about this new addition to The Park 

People, as we have been working on starting a new Friends group for the past 
three years. Our Friends groups have been meeting, mostly virtual, and continue 
to be as active as they can. Some groups are bringing back special events with 
modifications while others are taking a “wait and see” approach. Visit our Friends 
groups’ websites and social media pages to learn more about their 2022 events. 
 There was great participation in fall Weed-Outs with groups out there 
working despite the challenges. Spring Weed-Outs are just around the corner. 
If you would like to help eliminate invasive plant species in the parks, please 
check out our Weed-Out schedule at https://parkpeoplemke.org/wp-content/
uploads/2022/03/2022-Weed-Out-schedule-1.pdf. 
 I am pleased to announce a new initiative called Trash-Out. Co-sponsored 

                                                         with the Milwaukee Parks Foundation, this program is very similar to Weed-Out 
                                                         in that The Park People will provide tools and resources to facilitate park cleanups. 
We just need the hands and feet to put them to use! Trash-Out is a 
great opportunity for you to help keep your local park clean, so visit 
https://parkpeoplemke.org/get-involved/programs/trash-out/ for a 
list of participating parks and schedule.   
 Our 2021-2022 membership drive is coming to an end. While 
membership numbers are down from last year, the level of giving 
has been good. As of March 15, we have 87 renewed memberships 
totaling $8,805! If you have not renewed your membership yet,  
please consider doing so. While we have been diligent in reducing  
our operating expenses, we still have fixed costs that need to be met. 
Renew your membership at https://parkpeoplemke.org/home/join/
membership-packages/. 
 Our annual membership meeting is scheduled for Thursday, June 23, at 6:30 p.m. at Southshore Park 
pavilion. Look for an invitation by email or postal mail later this spring. 
 Thank you to all who renewed their memberships and continue to support the mission of The Park People! 
Without your support we could not exist.    
Barry Waddell, Executive Director, The Park People of Milwaukee County, Inc.

Barry Waddell, Executive 
Director of The Park People. 
Photo by Kelly Grant Moore.
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Visit us!

Social media series focuses on Friends groups

Learn more about the terrific things our Friends 
 groups accomplished in 2021 by visiting The 

Park People’s social media pages! Each post 
profiles a Friends group by sharing stories of the 
events the group offered and the ways that group 
improved a Milwaukee County Park. By reading 
these stories, we hope you’ll be inspired to get 
involved with a group or start a Friends group for a 
park that does not have one. 

  Visit our Facebook page at  
         https://www.facebook.com/Park.People. 
        Visit our Instagram profile at  
         https://www.instagram.com/parkpeopleofmke/.

Schoolchildren learn about trees planted in Humboldt 
Park during 2021 Tree Day, which was hosted by 
Humboldt Park Friends, Milwaukee County Parks 
Naturalist Program and the City of Milwaukee’s Urban 
Forestry Department. Photo provided by Humboldt 
Park Friends.

Spring brings Easter, Mother’s Day and 
graduations. If you’ll be purchasing gifts 

for these special occasions this spring, 
consider shopping through AmazonSmile. 
A portion of your purchase made through 
AmazonSmile will be donated to The 
Park People and will help us continue our 
important work through our Friends groups 
and other programs. Learn more at https://
smile.amazon.com/ch/39-1285099.

Mark Arbor Day and Earth Day in April 
by donating a tree to your favorite 

Milwaukee County Park! Choose from a 
shade, evergreen or decorative tree. Your 
donated tree includes a commemorative tag 
and will help improve a park’s ecosystem 
and cool a warming planet. The animals, 
plants and future generations of humans 
will thank you! Learn more at https://
parkpeoplemke.org/park-market/trees/. 

Your online purchases can  
help The Park People

Donate a tree to improve a 
park’s ecosystem
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Parks actively recruiting seasonal workers 

As I was writing this article, I experienced 
 a hint of spring. While it lasted just a day, 

it was a great reminder that the winter season 
will be over soon. Winter was a bit different this 
year with a low amount of snow and plenty of 
cold weather. But there were still lots of great 
chances to get into our favorite parks. I hope 
you had time to explore the beauty of nature 
during the winter season. I, for one, enjoyed the 
sledding hill at Wilson Park as well as some of 
the natural trails at County Grounds 

                                                                                  Park.  
 As the seasons turn, we are looking forward to many things appearing throughout 
Milwaukee County Parks. Monarchs will start their long migration back to their favorite sites, and 
wildflowers are slowly starting to appear. I saw some skunk cabbage at Kohl Park early in March, 
a true sign that spring is on its way.  
 While we wait for spring to start, I would like to ask you to spread the news far and wide 
that Milwaukee County Parks is hiring workers for many seasonal positions. The last two years 
of the Covid pandemic resulted in many park amenities being closed or having limited offerings. 
This year, we are bringing back many events and amenities that we hold dear in Milwaukee: 
July 3 fireworks, events on the lakeshore, pools and aquatics facilities, and much more. Every 
summer, Milwaukee County Parks hires hundreds of seasonal employees, with many different 
skill sets, to serve the community. These seasonal positions offer training and work experience 
in your area of interest plus a flexible schedule to give you work-life balance. From high school 
students and college interns to people just beginning their careers to retirees, people from 
all walks of life can find interesting work at Milwaukee County Parks to support financial, 
educational or personal fulfillment goals. 
 Many seasonal employees have gone on to full-time careers with Milwaukee County Parks. 
As a long-standing partner with Milwaukee County Parks, The Park People have helped Friends 
groups improve and build our parks into what they are today. These Friends groups have also 
provided Parks with employees, ranging from those looking for their first job to those who want 
to change direction in their careers. Whether a person wants to work as a lifeguard, a naturalist, a 
park ranger, a horticulturalist or a park operations team member, we would be thrilled to have any 
recommended names from our partners.  
 Have a great spring and see you in the parks!

Attract monarchs and other 
pollinators to your garden

The Friends of the Monarch Trail’s annual 
plant sale is currently underway! The 

group has ordered over 10,000 plants, 
including seven species of milkweed and a 
variety of nectar plants, for you to purchase 
for your home gardens. If you don’t have 
space in your garden for plants, consider 
purchasing plants for a relative, neighbor  
or friend, or purchase plants to donate to the Monarch Trail. All purchases benefit the 
Friends of the Monarch Trail and their initiatives. Plants can be picked up at the Greenfield 
Park pavilion, 2028 S. 124th St., West Allis on Saturday, May 7, from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. and 
Sunday, May 8, from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. The last day to preorder plants is April 20. Order 
your plants now at https://parkpeoplemke.org/friends-of-the-monarch-trail-plant-pre-
sale/.

by Peter Bratt, Director of Operations and Skilled Trades, Milwaukee County Parks

One of the hiking trails at Kletzsch Park, Glendale, 
Wisconsin. Photo by Kelly Grant Moore.

A kite flies in the sky with the PARKS card in 
the foreground. Kite photo by Aaron Burden, 
unsplash.com. PARKS card photo by Kelly 
Grant Moore.

Explore your parks this spring by PARKticipating

With wildflowers starting to bloom, birds migrating 
back north and trees starting to leaf out, it’s 

an awesome time to explore your Milwaukee County 
Parks! To enhance your personal exploration of our 
Parks, check out our PARKticipation program! Using 
a bingo-style card, PARKticipation offers ideas for 
activities and information gathering. You can choose to 
download the card to a mobile device or print the card 
at home. For each activity you complete, check off that 
activity’s box. Complete several activities and submit 
your card for a chance to win prizes, including a grand 
prize of two kites provided by Gift of Wings. Spring 
PARKticipation begins April 15 and ends June 30.  
Learn more at https://parkpeoplemke.org/get-
involved/.parkticipate.

A monarch butterfly rests on a marigold plant. Photo by 
Kathy Servian, unsplash.com.
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