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From the executive director

Hello and happy summer! Our Friends groups have been meeting and 
continue to be as active as they can. Many groups have great events 

planned ranging from nature walks to social gatherings featuring live music. 
Please support our Friends groups and attend their summer events. Schedules are 
posted on either a Friends group website or social media pages. You can find a 
list of Friends groups at https://parkpeoplemke.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/02/
Friends_Group_Directory_Final.pdf. 
 Participation was high for spring Weed-Out events with groups eliminating 
invasive species in many sections of our Milwaukee County Parks. Volunteers will 
be needed for fall Weed-Out events. Check out the Weed-Out schedule at https://
parkpeoplemke.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/04/2022-Weed-Out-schedule-2.pdf 
to find a park location, day and time that work for you.  
 Trash-Out was a great success! Thank you to all the Friends groups that    
participated, and thank you to all of you who showed up at Washington Park for 
the April cleanup. 

 The summer session of PARKticipation starts on July 14 and will feature many fun activities you can enjoy at 
your Milwaukee County Parks. Read more about the summer PARKticipation program later in this newsletter. Thank 
you to Gift of Wings for supplying the grand prize of two kites for the spring program! 
 Once again, we are sponsoring the Oak Leaf Discovery Tour (OLDT). The mission behind the OLDT is to 
draw awareness to the Oak Leaf Trail and its connecting trails. This year’s program features a digital passport that is 
accessible with a mobile device. The OLDT is currently underway and finishes with an end-of-the-season celebration 
on September 24 at Estabrook Park Biergarten. Learn more about the OLDT and download your digital passport at 
https://parkpeoplemke.org/get-involved/programs/oak-leaf-discovery-tour/. 
 The Park People Gala is happening on Saturday November 12! The Gala will feature a catered dinner from 
Zilli’s followed by dancing; the Eddie Butts Band will be providing music. Gala guests will have opportunities to bid 
on items during a live auction and silent auction. Friends groups will also have their own tables showcasing their 
activities, projects and auction items for bidding. For more information about the Gala, visit https://parkpeoplemke.
org/get-involved/tpp-gala/. 
 Included in this newsletter is The Park People’s annual report for your review. Due to limited activities, our 
expenses were kept to a minimum, which helped our budget.  
 Thank you to all who renewed their memberships and continue to support the mission of The Park People! 
Without your support we could not exist.  
Barry Waddell, Executive Director, The Park People of Milwaukee County, Inc.

Barry Waddell, Executive Director 
of The Park People. Photo by  
Kelly Grant Moore.
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Visit us!

The summer PARKticipation program 
will get underway on July 14. You can 

PARKticipate by simply downloading the 
PARKS card to your phone and getting out 
to your Milwaukee County Parks. Complete 
activities listed on the card for a chance 
to win prizes, including a grand prize of 
outdoor gear from Yellow Wood. Download 
your card: https://parkpeoplemke.org/get-
involved/parkticipate/. 

Check out what the Oak Leaf Trail has to 
offer by going on the Oak Leaf Discovery 

Tour (OLDT) this summer! The OLDT features 
a digital passport that you access with 
your mobile device. The passport is free to 
download; however, a suggested donation 
of $10 would be appreciated. Learn more 
and download your passport: https://
parkpeoplemke.org/get-involved/programs/
oak-leaf-discovery-tour/.

Heat up your summer by 
PARKticipating

Oak Leaf Discovery Tour  
is underway

You’re invited to The Park People Gala

Join us for a fun evening on Saturday, November 12, to help raise money for our Friends groups, 
recognize their accomplishments to our Milwaukee County Parks and celebrate the presence of parks 

in our communities. This event will run from 6 – 11:30 p.m. at Boerner Botanical Gardens, Hales Corners. 
Enjoy a cocktail reception, silent auction, dinner catered by Zilli’s, live auction and great music provided 
by Ceol Cairde and the Eddie Butts Band. Tickets are $150.00 per person; tables of eight are available for 
purchase. Don’t wait! This Gala is not held every year, so tickets will sell quickly. Purchase your tickets 
now at https://parkpeoplemke.org/get-involved/tpp-gala/. 

We are grateful for the support of our Gala sponsors!

We’re also looking for sponsors! If your organization is interested in sponsoring the Gala, 
contact Barry Waddell at (414) 273-7275 or director@parkpeoplemke.org.
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Meet Milwaukee County Parks’ new 
engagement manager 

My name is Tony Giron. I am the new engagement manager for 
Milwaukee County Parks. I’m a Chicago native but have called 

Milwaukee home for the past eight years. My experience comes from 
10 years of nonprofit advocacy for organizations like the WI Bike Fed 
and the Harbor District. Shortly after receiving my master’s in urban 
planning at UWM, I worked as a planner for the City of West Allis for 
two and a half years. I pride myself in being a person for others and 
strive to advocate for residents’ needs within county government. 
Of course, I am also a huge fan of all parks. Milwaukee County sure 
has some beautiful ones. I spend my free time exploring new parks 
and enjoy sharing my enthusiasm with others who love their parks. 
I believe that our natural areas help connect us with our ancestral 
roots and should inspire us to conserve what we have for future 
generations.  
 In this role, I aim to 
increase opportunities for 

public involvement by encouraging county residents to play 
a bigger role in informing plans for trails, playgrounds and 
other public spaces. We will be increasing transparency 
via our new website, mkecountyparks.org. Basically, it’s a 
project tracker with opportunity for public engagement. I 
encourage Park People donors and Friends groups to add 
comments or suggestions to the website or reach out to me 
directly at Antonio.Giron@milwaukeecountywi.gov or at 
414-567-8310.  
 I recognize that some Friends groups are just getting 
started and may not have as much knowledge or resources 
at hand. With the help of The Park People, I want to make 
sure that fledgling groups have opportunities to make their 
parks great, as well as help established groups achieve their 
goals. After all, Friends groups are truly the eyes, ears and 
hands of the parks. We at Milwaukee County Parks  
appreciate your efforts and want all of our parks to thrive. My role with the Parks Department has 
me working very closely with the operations, planning, administration, special events and recreation 
divisions. As we work together, please consider me your link to any Parks Department staff and 
don’t hesitate to reach out, even if it’s just to gush about how awesome your local park is.

The Park People host annual member meeting, 
Friends group meeting 

Park People members and Friends group members gathered on Thursday, June 23, to network 
and share stories during the annual member meeting and Friends group meeting. The event 

was held at South Shore Terrace Kitchen and Beer Garden at South Shore Park. Guests were 
treated to free beverages and a delicious food buffet while having the opportunity to socialize. 
After a short member meeting, guests heard from John Machulak, Board President for The Park 
People; Nadine Weske, Past Board President for The Park People; Tony Giron, Engagement 
Manager for Milwaukee County Parks; Peter Bratt, Director of Operations and Skilled Trades for 
Milwaukee County Parks; Rebecca Stoner, Executive Director for Milwaukee Parks Foundation; 
and Ken Solis, Board Member for The Park People and Weed-Out Coordinator. Friends groups 
then had the opportunity to share information about their 2021 projects and events, and their 2022 
goals. Special recognition was given to Friends of Brown Deer Park for receiving the 2021 Friends 
Group of the Year award. Overall, the event was an important reminder of how much The Park 
People and Friends groups impact Milwaukee County Parks, inspiring everyone who attended to 
remain committed to preserving these green spaces for future generations.

Milwaukee County Parks Engagement 
Manager Tony Giron and his daughter, Alba, 
stand in front of the Mill Road Dam, Oak 
Creek, Wisconsin. Photo by Heather Rae.

Tony Giron, Engagement  
Manager, Milwaukee County  
Parks. Photo by Tony Giron.
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